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Table  LU-3 
Land Use Designations 

Land Use 
Maximum 

du/acre(a) or 
FAR/acre(b)

 

Typical 
du/acre(a) or 
FAR/acre(b)

 

Maximum 
Population 
Density(c)

 

Primary Intent of Land Use 
Designations 

Residential Land Uses 

Agricultural/Rural 
Residential (A/RR) 

0.20 du/acre 0.20 du/acre 0.6 
persons/acre 

Implement Proposition R and 
Measure C; allow for residential 
use on large agricultural and 
citrus parcels 

Hillside Residential 
(HR) 

0.50 du/acre; 
0.63 du/acre 
w/PRD 

0.50 du/acre 1.5 
persons/acre 
1.89 
persons/acre 
w/PRD 

Implement Proposition R and 
Measure C; allow for sensitive 
development of residential 
homes where slopes exceed 
15% 

Semi-Rural Residential 
(SRR) 

2.1 du/acre 
3.3 du/acre 
w/PRD 

1.5 du/acre 6.3 
persons/acre 
9.9 persons/ 
acre w/PRD 

Single family with emphasis on 
animal keeping 

Very Low Density 
Residential (VLDR) 

2.0 du/acre 
3.2 du/acre 
w/PRD 

1.5 du/acre 6 persons/acre 
9.6 persons/ 
acre w/PRD 

Single family, large lot 
residential 

Low Density 
Residential (LDR) 

4.1 du/acre 
6 du/acre 
w/PRD 

3 du/acre 12.3 
persons/acre 
18 persons/ 
acre w/PRD 

Single family, large lot 
residential uses 

Medium Density 
Residential (MDR) 

6.2 du/acre; 
8 du/acre 
w/PRD 

5.5 du/acre  18.6 
persons/acre 
24 persons/ 
acre w/PRD 

Single-family residential uses 

Medium-High Density 
Residential (MHDR) 

14.5 du/acre 12 du/acre 43.5 
persons/acre 

Single family, small lot 
residential uses 

High Density 
Residential (HDR) 

29 du/acre 20 du/acre 87 
persons/acre 

Multi-family, condominiums and 
apartments 

Very High Density 
Residential (VHDR) 

40 du/acre 30 du/acre 120 
persons/acre 

Multi-family, condominiums and 
apartments 

  



LAND USE AND 
URBAN DESIGN ELEMENT 

RI V E R S I D E  GE N E R A L  PL A N  2025  y  AM E N D E D  AU G U S T  20 19  
LU  -  1 38  

Riverside’s size. 
 
Very Low Density Residential (VLDR) 
 
The Very Low Density Residential provides a maximum residential 
density comparable to Semi-Rural Residential (2.0 dwelling units per 
acre) but is intended for areas where animal keeping is not foreseen. 
 
Low Density Residential (LDR) 
 
The Low Density Residential designation provides for the 
development of large lot single family homes at a maximum density of 
4.1 dwelling units per acre and 6.0 dwelling units per acre, with a 
Planned Residential Development (PRD) permit. Lands in this 
designation are developed or to be developed with the full range of 
urban services available in the City. 
 
Medium Density Residential (MDR) 
 
The Medium Density Residential designation provides for the 
development of single-family homes, town houses and row houses. 
The designation allows a maximum of 6.2 dwelling units per acre, or 
up to 8.0 dwelling units per acre when associated with a Planned 
Residential Development (PRD) permit. 
 
Medium-High Density Residential (MHDR) 
 
The Medium-High Density Residential designation provides for the 
development of small-lot single family homes, town houses, row 
houses and permanent-style mobile home parks. Multi-family units, 
particularly condominiums and small apartments, are also allowable. 
This designation allows a maximum density of 14.5 dwelling units per 
acre. 
 
Objective LU-89: Accommodate flexible design to provide for 

superior development in single family 
residential developments based upon good 
planning principles and to promote the general 
welfare of the neighborhood and maximum 
benefit to the environment. 

 
Policy LU-89.1:  Permit the density transfer between land use 

designations within the same single family 
residential development as necessary to 
provide for superior development. As an 
example, but not necessarily limited to, such 
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Table  LU–5  
Zoning/General Plan Consistency Matrix 

General Plan Land Use Designation GP 
Symbol Zone Symbol1 Zoning Designation 

Single-Family Residential Land Use Designations 

Agricultural/Rural Residential (Max. 
0.20 du/acre) 

A/RR RA-5 Residential Agriculture 

Hillside Residential (Max. 0.63 
du/acre) 

HR RC Residential Conservation 

Semi-Rural Residential (Max. 3.3 
du/acre) 

SRR 
RR 
RE 
R-1-1/2 acre 

Rural Residential 
Residential Estate 
R-1-1/2 acre – Single Family 

Very Low Density Residential (Max. 
3.2 du/acre) VLDR 

RE 
R-1-1/2 acre 

Residential Estate 
R-1-1/2 acre – Single Family 

Low Density Residential (Max. 6.0 
du/acre) LDR 

RR 
RE 
R-1-1/2 acre 
R-1-13000  
R-1-10500 
CS 

Rural Residential 
Residential Estate 
R-1-1/2 acre – Single Family 
R-1-13000 – Single Family 
R-1-10500 – Single Family 
Commercial Storage Overlay 

Medium Density Residential (Max. 8.0 
du/acre) 

MDR 

RE 
R-1-1/2 acre 
R-1-13000  
R-1-10500  
R-1-8500  
R-1-7000  
CS 
MH 

Residential Estate 
R-1-1/2 acre – Single Family  
R-1-13000 – Single Family  
R-1-10500 – Single Family  
R-1-8500 – Single Family 
R-1-7000 – Single Family 
Commercial Storage Overlay 
Mobile Home Park 

Multi-Family Residential Land Use Designations 

Medium-High Density (Max. 14.5 
du/acre) MHDR 

R-1-7000 
R-3-4000  
R-3-3000 
CS 

R-1-7000 Single Family 
R-3-4000 – Multi-family 
R-3-3000 – Multi-family 
Commercial Storage Overlay  

High Density Residential (Max. 29 
du/acre) 

HDR 

R-3-4000  
R-3-3000  
R-3-2500  
R-3-2000  
R-3-1500  
CS 

R-3-4000 –Multi-family  
R-3-3000 –Multi-family  
R-3-2500 –Multi-family  
R-3-2000 –Multi-family  
R-3-1500 –Multi-family 
Commercial Storage Overlay 


